minister

(top) NDP
Minister of
Community
Services
Denise
Peterson-
Rafuse talks
to commu-
nity members
about damage
to the Peggy’s
Cove breakwa-
ter. (bottom)
Premier Darrell
Dexter and the
Minister on a
visit to Ross
Farm.
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The Voice
caught up with
some NDP
members at
the Leaders
Levee in Halifax
in March. We
asked them
what has most
impressed them
about the NDP
government s

first year in

office.

compiled by
Scott Gillard
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The conversion of
TrentonWorks to a new
business that is both eco-
nomically and environmen-
tally sustainable.
~ Brandon Stevens

| like the fact that we re
going to get 25 per
cent of our electricity from
renewable sources. That
really makes me happy!
~ Karen Mills

Since being elected,

| have just been really
happy with how the gov-
ernment has been listening
to people  the ministers
are listening to staff; we re
from the grassroots; its
what we re good at.
~ Schuyler Smith

Despite all of the Auditor
General s findings, its
nice that Darrell moved
immediately to reduce the
expenses and the MLA
expenses and benefits.
Its good they re cutting
back on the fat.
~ John David Maclsaac

| like the fact that the

government has been
working on a four-year
plan, and that that is how
they are presenting things.
So, over four years, a plan
is going to roll out. Its built
on the platform we ran on
in the election, as well as
other needs and concerns
that come up. | think peo-
ple were ready for some-
thing more strategic.
~ Peggy Mahon

They are going to allow

seniors to move into
seniors housing without
giving up their homes and
everything that they would
hope to be able to pass
on to their kids.
~ lan Austin

The thing that has stood

out for me recently is all
of the land purchases, the
areas that will now be pro-
tected from development.
~ Andrew Terris

| am particularly happy

that we ve banned
union and corporate dona-
tions to political parties. It
changes the political land-
scape and creates a level
playing field for all of the
parties.
~ Jim Morton

Since | have to pick

one, its giving credence
to the social agenda. Not
a particular policy, but |
expect the upcoming bud-
get, when it comes down,
will show we re here for
the people.
~ Brian Skabar

There s lots, especially
on the environment. I m
impressed with that work.
We re becoming a leader
on the environment and
| m proud, looking specifi-
cally at the hard caps on
electricity.
~ Charlotte Steuter-Martin

Primarily, we ve become
one of the most socially
and environmentally
responsible governments
in the country and really in
the world.
~ Justin Ling

One of the most impres-
sive things this govern-
ment has done is put hard
caps on the electricity
sector.
~ Cheryl Ratchford

The forthcoming travel
and accommodations
policy for Nova Scotians
seeking medical care out-
side the province
~ Stephan Richard

The one thing that

they ve done that makes
me most happy, is the fact
that they ve got onto the
expenses of the MLAs.
That s been a problem for
years.
~ lvy Shaw

| think the thing that

really strikes me, is the
way they ve been able to
handle themselves with
professionalism and deco-
rum and not fall into the
pitfalls of fighting back with
denial, denial, denial. We ||
get over it and this too
shall pass. We ve got three
more years to show who
we are.
~ Dave Shaw
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(top) Premier
Dexter flanked
by Pam Birdsall,
MLA Lunenburg
and Party
President Peggy
Mahon.

(bottom) Sina Adl
and Tom Skinner.
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Fvie Coates

Friends and family of
Evie Coates celebrated
her life on May 15 at

the Cumberland County
Museum in Amherst.
Evie passed away last
November. She was an
Honourary Life Member
of the Nova Scotia NDP
and was actively involved
in electing Brian Skabar in
Cumberland North in the
June provincial election.
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Fred Scott

The NDP can give thanks
for the life of Fred Scott.
A former CCF candidate
and founding member

of the Nova Scotia NDP,
Fred died April 17, 2010
at age 98. His friends

in the Hants West NDP
Constituency Association
remember Fred as a dedi-
cated social democrat
who was thrilled to see
an NDP government in
his lifetime.

Born Frederick Charles
Gillmore Scott on Oct.
17,1911, Fred grew up in
Ste. Croix and was edu-
cated at the Nova Scotia
Agricultural College. He
ran Elm Farm, his family s
successful dairy farm, and
served for 15 years as a
municipal councillor for
Hants County. His interest
in politics and democratic
socialism led to his long-
time volunteerism within
the co-op and credit
union movements. He
was active in the United
Church, and remained
politically interested and
involved until his death.
He donated his body to
the medical school at
Dalhousie University.
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Richard Hinners
July 11, 1927 -
April 28, 2010

Our condolences to party
member Barbara Jack on
the death of her husband,
Richard Hinners. Born and
raised in Massachusetts,
Richard attended Harvard
University and completed
a PhD in philosophy at
the University of Toronto,
going on to teach at uni-
versities in both the U.S.
and Canada. In 1974, he
and his family moved to
South Brook, Cumberland
County, where he and
Barbara operated a mixed
farm that includes blue-
berries and a small herd of
Jersey cows. His obituary
says: Beneath a some-
times gruff exterior, Dick
was an optimist commit-
ted to social justice and
environmental responsibil-
ity. He believed a better
world was possible and
he lived his life according
to his beliefs.




St. FX University, Antigonish, June 4-6

Join us as we celebrate Nova
Scotia’s first NDP government and
set direction for the party for the
next two years. Take part in work-
shops, meet fellow activists, debate
resolutions and help develop strate-
; gy. Hear from our leaders and other
= _ bright minds, meet the MLAs and
el : help elect your new executive. This
IS your chance to have your say and
help shape the future of our party.




